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Dear Parents,  
 
In regards to the ongoing school provision for specific key workers and vulnerable children, we have now 
just received guidance from the DfE and the Union of Headteachers (NAHT) – from which the 
statements below have been provided: 
 
Schools in England have been asked to provide care for children of key workers and vulnerable children. 
This is not a statutory requirement – schools are being asked to help part of a national response.  
 
This is a very different type of provision than schools usually provide; for these pupils, it will be about 
care, not education. This is about keeping children safe and allowing key workers (such as NHS staff) to 
go to work and care for the sick, or to keep food supply chains moving. All expectations regarding 
educational provision have been lifted. 
 
Critically, it is schools that are responsible for offering places to pupils who may be eligible to attend this 
provision.  
 
It remains the case that if a school does not have enough staff to care for pupils safely (even based on 
the new ‘reduced provision’ approach’) then, subject to consultation with the chair of governors, a full or 
partial closure may be necessary.  
 
The government has published its list of Key Workers to include: 
 

- Health Care Staff: NHS, doctors, nurses, midwives, paramedics 
- Education and Childcare: Teaching, nursery and social workers 
- Key Public Services: Justice System, religious staff, management of the deceased, public 

service broadcasters 
- Local and National Government – Only includes administration directly to the response of 

COVID-19 or public services such as the payment of benefits. 
- Food and other Necessary Goods – Those involved in food production, processing, distribution 

and sale of food and other key goods. 
- Public Safety and National Security – Police, Ministry of Defence, Armed Forces, Fire and 

Rescue, Crime Agency, Border Security, Prison and Probation Staff, National Security.  
- Transport – Those directly responsible for air, water, road and rail passengers and freight 

movement. 
- Utilities / Communication and Financial Service – Bankers and employees of the Financial 

Markets, employees working in oil, gas, electricity and water sectors, key staff working in civil 
nuclear, chemicals and telecommunications.  

 
 Vulnerable Children will include: 
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- Children with a social worker 
- Children with an EHCP whose care needs can only be met at school  

 
Following this guidance, the Priory is pleased to offer its support of the nation’s effort to tackle COVID-19 
and will be providing 2 members of staff – a senior member and an accompanying LSA to provide this 
care, however it should be noted we will be applying the following criteria when determining who 
qualifies for this support: 
 

 Families where both parents are key workers.  

 Families where one parent is a key worker and the other partner is NOT working from home.  

 Children with an EHCP whose social and care needs are best met at school 

 Any child with a social worker.  
 
As a key worker if you are working part time, you will be required to inform us which days you will need 
care to be provided.  
 
We will endeavor to support key worker’s children and vulnerable children throughout the length of the 
closure – including during the Easter holiday if possible and where required.  
 

Having now read the authorised criteria for this provision – please apply for 
this ongoing support by filling in a form in the school office this morning (or 
call the office). This applies to all parents, including those who have already 
expressed an interest in requiring the care support.  
 

Those families confirmed as being listed for the extra school provision will 
be contacted by telephone before the end of the school day.  
 
 
The Priory reserve the right to retract the offer of support at any time if required.  
 
Kind regards 
 
M. Stewart 
 
(Headteacher)  

 


