
Week Ahead  

Mon  23rd 3.15-4.15 Infant Art Club 

3.15-4.15 Lego Club 

3.15-4.15 Dodgeball / Benchball 

Tues  24th 3.15-4.15 Infant Construction Club 

3.15-4.15 Rounders Club 

Wed  25th 3.15-4.15 Netball Club 

Thurs 26th 3.15-4.15 Infant Multi-skills Club 

3.15-4.15 Infant Art Club 

Fri 27th  Yr 6 Taster day at The Hurst School 

The Priory Primary School 
Pamber End, Tadley, 

Hants, RG26 5QD. 
Telephone: 01256 850062 

www.theprioryprimaryschool.org 

 
Message from Mr Stewart 

 

This week the focus has been on student leadership throughout the Priory. Many classes have embraced developing the 
children’s confidence and leadership skills, towards the many classroom jobs and roles. Also, this week, the school has 
selected and awarded those Y6 students who have been nominated as House and Sports Captains, and the children now 
proudly wear their house badges. Have a look at our new Instagram page to view the wonderful picture of these new 
leaders. Also, the difficult process of selecting our school councilors has been completed with the children finding out 
today who has been (blind) voted into the role by their classmates. I would just like to say well done to all those pupils 
who put themselves forward for the role and whether they were successful or not – it demonstrates such an active 
growth mindset that they were prepared to try.  
The process of Growth Mindset continues to underpin the children’s learning, with 
students now helping the staff to ensure we keep from having fixed mindset, it can be 
difficult sometimes – even for us! For the first time this term, the children were  
introduced to a new focus – mindfulness. Coming into school assemblies the children 
have already been practicing meditation techniques – methods to calm the brain and 
escape from the hustle and bustle of a busy day. However, mindfulness teaches us, 
through relaxation and focus, to be present in the moment and to recognise and  
positively accept ourselves. At a time when so much anxiety exists in the modern 
world, mindfulness is very much a method of staying present in the moment rather 
than worrying about that which we cannot control. Ask your child(ren) if they can  
retell you the story of the fox, the bird and the tortoise to understand the difference 
between meditation and mindfulness.  
 

Headteacher’s Highlight of the Week: 

This week the Y5 have enjoyed a special theme day focused on the Greeks. They were  

surprised to find that the Imaginarium had been transformed into an Ancient Greek temple, 
kitted out with ancient artifacts, pillars and even a very life like statue of Zeus himself. What 
was most strange was how closely Mr. Crownshaw looks to the king of the Greek Gods! 

Thank you to Mrs. Sowden for creating the day, the children had a wonderful time and learnt a 
lot.   

 

Newsletter 3 



Attendance Figures for last week   

Year R     100% Year 1    99.3% Year 2    100% 

Year 3     94.6% Year 4    97.1%  Year 5     97.8% 

Year 6     97%   

Reading 

Following on from the very well attended class welcome evenings, many parents have asked about reading at 
the school. Reading is a vital skill for all children regardless of their age. Children should read multiple times a 
week in different ways: out loud, to themselves, to a to an adult or sibling, reading followed by comprehension 
questions and also being read to. All educational research says that strong readers will be more successfully 
academically, so it is worth the effort. Arguably, the most important reading is simply reading for pleasure. You 
will know yourselves how it feels to be lost in the magic of a great story and our hope for our pupils at the Pri-
ory is that they get to experience this magic as frequently as possible.  
However, it also our job to expand the horizons of reading, ensuring that the children are reading age-
appropriate texts (unless unable to access this level), and from a range of genre types. To this end, the school 
reading books are often varied to inspire wider reading options. Also, to encourage this at home, please view 
the recommended reading lists in the following two websites below. This will give you an idea the type of  
fiction book that will hopefully inspire your children and help promote their reading skills.  
 

https://www.booksfortopics.com view best books for Year … to access your child’s specific year group book list 
– then click on the title if you wish to order the book for home.  

 

Also, on this book list are some great reads connected to Growth Mindset as well as nonfiction books connect-
ed to specific school topics.  

 

https://www.lovereading4schools.co.uk/lists another great website that allows you to view fiction book lists for 
specific year groups and also allows you to view an extract to see if your child might be interested in the book 
before committing to a purchase.  

 
 

Yr 2 Clemmie Pilkington Beatrix Gill Casper Gissing 

Yr 3 Isabelle Hobbs Ryan Clint Ava Broadhurst 

Yr 4 Isabella Northcote Frank Rendell   

Yr 5 Menna Lewis Edward Sullivan   

Yr 6 Isobel Clegg Alfie Howes   

School Council 

I am delighted to announce that the following children have been selected by their peer groups to represent them at the 

School Council. 

https://www.booksfortopics.com
https://www.lovereading4schools.co.uk/lists


PTA 200 Club 

The new forms for the 200 Club have been uploaded to the school website under the PTA section of the 

News & Events page.  Please complete and return them ASAP.  

Uniform Bear 

This week the uniform bear goes to Yr 2 

Reminders 

Please pay Juniors outstanding lunch monies.  

Costings and bank details on the homepage of the 

website. 

In all of the class welcome evenings the teachers mentioned offering your 
time to volunteer in school. This could be reading with children, sup-
porting with practical activities or supporting a trip. If you are interested 
in supporting your child’s class, please sign up in the office. There is an 
important DBS process to undertake which can take a couple of weeks to 
organise.  

 

Additionally, if you cannot commit to regular support, but could offer 
yourself (or a local contact) as a guest speaker – to talk to a class about 
your life, your job or a particular hobby or passion you have. You may 
think it very normal – but you never know how your daily life could sup-

port the topics and subjects that we teach at school and inspire our pupils. We are creating a directory of 
contacts so teachers can access this if we need to call on a guest speaker in the future. Again, please sign up 
at the office if you are interested in being involved.  

 

Finally, Mr. Stewart is hoping to make some changes to the school’s internal learning environments and re-
ception areas. If you have a real talent and interest in art / interior design or decoration, he would love to 
hear from you. Once again, please sign up in the office, or email into school.  

 

All support is very much welcomed.  


