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COVID-19 / Coronavirus Update – 13th March, 2020 
 
Dear Parents,  
 
Following the government’s announcements made on Thursday 12th March I will be writing to 
you regularly with updates and current guidance in regards to the Coronavirus pandemic.  
 
Currently all UK schools will be staying open and in response, the Priory is increasing its 
approaches to minimize the spread of any virus. This has included the children washing their 
hands five times a day – which is now becoming part of the school routine and increasing the 
amount of surface cleaning. Mr Henry has added a mid-day clean of the school’s toilets, tables, 
desks, doors and handles to his regular routines, this is in addition to the deeper clean of the 
school which happens as normal at the end of the day.  
 
The current guidance in terms of self-isolation is that if your child contracts either a new (dry / 
continuous cough) or has a high fever then they should be kept at home for a minimum of 7 
days.  
 
If a family member contracts these symptoms then it is advisable to try to isolate them (as best 
as possible) from other members of your family – however unless the children display any of the 
symptoms themselves it is still acceptable to send them to school, but with additional monitoring 
in place.  
 
In terms of comparison, there is a useful table below comparing the symptoms of Coronavirus to 
a flu and a common cold. 
 
Also, below, please find a list of useful websites for the most up to date guidance on what to do 
if you need to self-isolate.  
 
As with all things, a sense of calm and clear communication is essential. 
 
Kind regards 
 
M. Stewart 
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https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-advice/  
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-
guidance-for-people-with-confirmed-or-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection  
 
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/deadly-viruses-are-no-match-for-plain-old-soap-heres-the-
science-behind-it-2020-03-08 
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