
2nd Sept INSET DAY 

3rd  INSET DAY 

Yr R Parent Meetings 

6th Yrs 1-6 Return to School 

Yr R Parent Meetings 

7th Yr R 8.45am—11.45am Sept—Feb born children 

Yr R 1.00pm-3.00pm Mar-Aug born children 

8th  

9th  

10th  

The Priory Primary School 
Pamber End, Tadley, 

Hants, RG26 5QD. 
Telephone: 01256 850062 

www.theprioryprimaryschool.org 

Newsletter 38 

Pupil Achievements 

Annya in Yr 6 recently took her G3 Acting LAMDA in London and scored 100% in one section and 

a Distinction! 

But to top it all she will hit 1 million views on her YouTube channel Banana Girl Roblox this 

week! A lovely way to finish her time at The Priory. We are all very proud of her. 

 

Good luck to, Imogen (yr5), Beatrice (yr4), Charlotte 

(yr4), Emma (yr4), Mrs West, Molly (yr4), Summer (yr2), 

Ruby (yr2), Tilly (yr2) and Cassidy (yr2) who finally get to 

dance in their dance show at the Haymarket this  

Saturday. They have all been practicing so hard over the 

last 18 months.  

Good luck Team Petite  

Yr 6 Award Winners 

 

We are incredibly proud of our Year 6 pupils who were presented with the following awards: 

   Achievement Award -Tabitha G     

   Arts Award-Darcy S   

   Citizenship Award-Isla B      

   Effort Award-James E 

   Progress Award-Bethany H      

   Spirits of the School-Freya D & Scarlett B 

   Sports Award-Neve J & Thomas B 



Our final day at the Priory in the 2021/22 academic year has come to an end. This being my second 
year at the school, I have seen how this year has actually been a tougher year both on the children 
and on the staff. Following COVID lockdown recurring questions that have hung in the air have been - 
why again? How much longer? Yet, through this time of challenge, of home learning and of mental 
resilience - I have witnessed so many victories, so much joy and so much inspiration. From the  
exuberance of the children’s first day back amongst their friends to the first chance to celebrate the 
completion of a class assembly - the first public performances in over a year. I feel, as a community 
we have truly made the best of this difficult and demanding year. 
 
Our school developments moving forwards will not look too far past the challenges of this year and 
will instead continue to focus on the values of resilience and positivity and how as a school we can 
continue to develop mental health, student voice and a positive mindset. These actions will all form 
part of our new school improvement plan.   
 
So with so much to be grateful about this year, it is important to offer thanks, firstly to my staff - who 
have again had to adapt to the challenges and increased pressures of the year. Secondly to you, I have 
had so many parents this year offer support or messages of positivity - even at a time when things 
have been tough at home. And finally, I must also thank the children themselves - who (again) despite 
huge pressures and constant change have always been an inspiration and have adapted to every new 
challenge thrown at them. Well done everybody.  
 
End of Year Assemblies  
It has been a huge thrill for the children to welcome you and perform some of their memories or read 
some of their stories and poems. Thank you for braving the heat to join us and hopefully you enjoyed 
the assembly and also a rare opportunity be on school grounds for a live event.  
 
Goodbye Year 6 
Our Y6 children have been a stellar class, children who truly represent 
our school values and over the past week we have been taking  
opportunities to celebrate the children’s final days at the school. Always 
an emotional time for the children, parents and staff - the week has seen 
the Y6 pupils taking part in a range of activities from bow and arrow  
construction, to the performance of their end of year play (Cinderella 
Rockafella). The celebrations culminated with the Y6 party on  
Wednesday evening. The children had a wonderful experience and even 
Mr Henry, Ms Foster and I got in on the act taking our turns on the giant 
‘Wipe Out’ inflatable - a spinning obstacle to both duck under and jump 
over. It was fair to say the children were far better at it than the staff. A 
big thank you to all the parents who were involved in organising and  
arranging the leavers party. 
 
Also a highlight for Y6 would be the award ceremony - where the children all took home a glass  
ornament from the school and their Yearbook, kindly put together this year by Victoria Burden. There 
were many winners of our awards, but a special well done goes to Scarlett and Freya who were both 
selected for the prestigious ’Spirit of the School’ award - demonstrating their amazing  
commitment, drive and demonstration of our school values - well done to you both.  
 
 



Dip and Do / Summer Work  
With the lockdowns taking so much time away from our on site learning - we though it prudent to 
provide you with an additional Summer Dip and Do this year. Whilst also including some engaging 
challenges, there are also aspects of the curriculum that the class specifically struggled with. You may 
want to dust off those home learning teaching skills to try to support the children during the summer 
on aspects that would be very valuable for their academic development.  
 
Another essential part of summer learning is reading - whilst as a school we reclaim our school  
reading books, there are still many options out there especially getting into a library or downloading 
apps such as BorrowBox, see the attachment for more details. We also highly advise that the children 
take part in the summer reading challenge - please look out for our separate email regarding the  
challenge.  
 
After a challenging year it is important to take some time to relax and recharge ready for September, 
but a ‘little and often’ approach will really prepare the children for their new classes.  
 
 
Timings and Key Logistics For Next Year 
Please refer to the separate email for the new logistics and school day timings that we will be  
implementing next year. It is important that all parents feel familiar with the different options and 
timings that we will be implementing.  
 
Message for Reverend Daniel Newman 
Reverend Newman wishes all of the Priory pupils and parents a wonderful summer holiday and he has 
provided a link to a leavers assembly - which you can connect to from below.  
 
 https://youtu.be/LvMhKglwrtA  
 
Reverend Newman is hoping that he can be more involved in school next year and will be able to 
open the Priory church building for educational purposes and assemblies next year.  
 
Final Message 
A reminder tomorrow (Friday 23rd) is an INSET day. We also have INSET days on Thursday (2nd  
September) and Friday (3rd September), so our first day of term will be Monday 6th September for 
Years 1-6 and Tuesday 7th for Year R.  
 
We have all deserved a holiday and I truly hope you are able to spend some quality time with your 
families this summer. We look forward to new challenges ahead and the wonderful memories that 
make the Priory (regardless of global pandemics) such a special place.  
 
 

https://youtu.be/LvMhKglwrtA


PTA News 

Hi All, 

We hope you are all well and looking forward to the summer break. It has been another difficult year and 

one that all of us will look back on as a challenging time. We are sure you are all looking forward to the 

next school year and hope that we don’t have to return to home schooling! 

There are so many people to thank for the year we have had that we don’t know where to start. One big 

step change for the PTA this year was the trial run of our website and huge thanks have to go to Jo Swali 

for being our hardworking webmaster in setting the site up and maintaining it all year. (Chair – I would 

also like to take this opportunity to thank Cara and Simone, not only for all their hard work as Treasurer 

and Secretary, but also for helping Jo set up the website and overcoming the hurdles in setting up the 

online payments - who knew that ebay didn’t allow gambling payments and that a school raffle could fall 

foul of such rules!). Our final thanks in respect of the website go to all of you as when we launched the 

website we were uncertain if it would be successful, but you have all embraced it and enabled us to raise 

lots of money for the school this year, so, thank you! 

I would also like to recognise the hours (and hours!) that Sarah Dillow has invested in our lovely books this 

year – both the recipe book and ‘Covid Couldn’t Stop Us…’ which we received recently. These have not 

only raised money for the school but will no doubt be cherished for years to come as a reminder of this 

crazy year. 

Speaking of the amount raised for the school, Cara has been totting up all the figures and we have earned 

an amazing £12,600 this year and managed to pay out a massive £35,400 to the school to fund a variety 

of things including new laptops, the library development and of course the VR headsets!  

**Exciting Opportunity** It is with some sadness that we announce that both Simone and Ben will be 

stepping down from their current roles as Secretary and Chair and not seeking re-election at the next PTA 

AGM (though they will both continue to be on the committee). Both these roles are therefore vacant for 

the next year and therefore please do consider if you would be willing and able to take on one of these 

positions. Serving in either capacity is a very rewarding experience and thoroughly recommended. If you 

have any questions please do ask either Simone or Ben (or any other member of the committee!). 

As we said at the start, there are many more thank yous, but not enough space to print them all here, but 

we will sneak in two final ones… Firstly to all the school staff, for not only rising to the challenge of remote 

teaching, but also supporting the PTA in trying to navigate the official guidance in what we could and 

couldn’t do and in supporting the events we could!  

Secondly and perhaps most importantly, to all of you parents out there for supporting us in our activities 

and enabling us to raise the fantastic sums raised in this challenging year – thanks! 

Good luck to the new committee, we hope you are able to run the community events once again and real-

ly build upon the community spirit of the school. 

Thanks again to everyone who has supported us, in whatever form that took! 

The PTA. 



Dear Parents and carers, 

 

As we reach the end of another unique school year, we would like to take this opportunity to express our thanks to the 

whole school community for pulling together during these unprecedented times.  

 

Firstly, we would like to offer a heartfelt thanks to Mr Stewart and Mrs Adams for leading the school with such care and 

clarity during these demanding months. The wellbeing of our school community has been their top priority throughout 

the year and they have needed to make important decisions based upon rapidly changing information and guidance. At 

no point had the school been fully closed and Mr Stewart, with the support of the Senior Leadership Team, managed the 

onsite provision for children of key workers while also updating and reassuring parents, children and staff about the  

ongoing situation. The staff wellbeing survey we conducted earlier in the term came back with a resounding 100% of staff 

felt supported working from home and, in the school, on site and also felt they could seek support when needed. They 

also felt supported by their line managers, felt they were kept well informed, communications were very effective and 

they felt as safe as possible.   

 

It goes without saying that the incredible hard work and commitment from our Priory staff team provided continued  

education for our children through these periods of change. We would like to say a huge thank you to them all as they 

have worked tremendously hard to provide home learning during the period of lockdown as well as ensuring that the 

school could stay open for children of key workers and now, the full opening for all pupils. We have been able to keep our 

school safe and clean due to the care of all our staff  ensuring we have a safe environment.  

 

We know that the recent months may have been challenging for families and we would like to recognise the hard work of 

parents and carers and the important part been played in supporting their children’s learning while at home, and also the 

hard work and commitment from our Priory children.  Thank you for the dedication and collaborative support.  

As governors, we have been keeping in regular contact with the school via zoom. It has been a pleasure to come to the 

end of yet another remarkable, but excellent, academic year whereby the school hasn’t fallen short of continuing to  

provide exceptional unity, resilience and positivity.  

 

As we look ahead to the summer holidays and new academic year, we would like to end by once again thanking you all for 

supporting the children at our school.  

 

We wish the year 6 pupils the very best of luck in their new secondary schools and their next endeavours, which we are 

sure they will go from strength to strength.  

 

We look forwards to working together with you again next year and we wish you all a safe and restful holiday. 

 

Very best wishes, 

The Priory School Governing Body 
 


