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Dear Parents,  
 
How is it going?! 
 
Before we get into the depths of this email - I just wanted to say - how ever you answer that 
question - I totally understand… Even as a professional, it is very different teaching my three 
children at home. I have felt the thrill of them learning something challenging and the frustration of 
them not wanting to engage, despite how much I have cajoled.  
I am sure by now the novelty of learning at home is beginning to wear off and our next phase of 
home learning provision has been established to do our best to support you as clearly (and simply) 
as possible.  
 
I have purposely not provided you with a ’set’ timetable of learning to follow, you will have found 
your own routines and calculated how long your children can focus on any given day. Our provision 
(moving forward) is designed roughly around a 3 hour a day leaning process - with options to extend 
/ shorten if required. At the end of the day, you must determine as a family where the optimum 
amount of learning can be achieved - and whilst I strongly advocate engaging with the home 
learning on a daily basis, there may be times when you just need to unplug. We are still here to 
support you, guide you and offer you the best provision that we can - so please do just write to us 
(via the office) if you have any questions or comments.  
 
We recognise that there will now be a lot of online applications and programmes which will be hard 
to keep a track of so we have created a hub on our school website of all of our key applications we 
will be utilising.  
 

https://www.theprioryprimaryschool.org.uk/home-learning-new 

 
The remainder of this communication sets out our provision for home learning throughout the next 
term as the school remains closed.  
 
 
English and Maths - As our initial provision was provided in paper packs and this is no longer 
possible, we will now be providing you with access to a new Google Drive, this will come through a 
link sent out during the holidays. The teachers will be uploading plans and resources to their year 
group folders on the Drive. You will simply need to log in, go to the Year Group folder and then open 
either English or Maths and in these folders are the specific plans (now daily) and the accompanying 
resources for that lesson.  
 

https://www.theprioryprimaryschool.org.uk/home-learning-new


  

 

Teachers will work really hard to provide you with a simplified and clear plan and also provide you 
either a video link (using Seesaw or Tapestry) or an online tutorial so you will have support in 
delivering the lesson.  
 
It will be your choice as to whether you print out the plans and resources.  
 
The work should be completed in the exercise books, but some children have really enjoyed posting 
their work on Seesaw for the teachers to view and comment on - this will still be possible.  
 
The children should engage daily in the English and Maths session which should last between 30 
minutes and 1 hour each.  
 
 
Phonics / Critical Skills (New) - Also saved on the drive will be a Phonics plan (for YR and KS1) 
and a Critical Skills Plan (KS2) - this provides an extra layer of either daily handwriting / spelling / 
comprehension or grammar for the children in a short session (15 minutes) that you can also 
provide for your children to complete in their exercise books.  
 
 
Daily Seesaw Activity - I know many of the children have loved completing their daily Seesaw 
activity and uploading their responses for the teacher to feedback on. After Easter the teachers will 
continue with this process, but the tasks will now be more focused on specific lessons (Science, Art, 
PE, Computing, RE, Music, Humanities) and will be more directly linked with the Topics that they 
would have been teaching in school.  
 
The daily activities should also take around 30 minutes - 1 hour.  
 
 
TT Rockstars  - The school has signed up for an online times table programmed called TT 
Rockstars. Each child has a log in and password for this programmed already set up.  The idea 
would be for children to log in to the programme to practise their times tables as and when they 
have the time.  Obviously Mrs Coe in year 4 is particularly keen for her class to continue with the 
incredible work they have put in prior to school closure and TT Rockstars could be the answer!  To 
gain access to the login details you will need to access the year folder on the Google Drive and find 
the PDF entitled TT Rockstars; find your child’s details and enter them into either the website 
version or the mobile device app.  The children can then play the various times tables games and 
challenge other students from across the world in times tables rock battles.   
 
 
Easter Holiday / The Priory Adventurers - During the Easter Holiday the teachers will NOT be 
providing English / Maths / Phonics / Critical Skills or Daily Seesaw activities - all of this will come 
back on line from Monday 20th April. However, if you are keen for your children to continue 
engaging in activities during the holidays then you have 2 options provided by school: 
 
1) The Year Group Dip and Do - which is available on our school website - the children’s work can 
then be uploaded to Seesaw and the teachers will check in every now  
and again through the holiday and provide some feedback to those pupils who have uploaded a Dip 
and Do activity  
 
2) We will be opening up a new (and exciting) online element using a programme called Class Dojo. 
Here the children will join a new group called the Priory Adventurers, where they can take on whole 
school (optional) challenges and events. Being a Priory Adventurer means the children will get 
access to these challenges and have their own Dojo monster who will start earning points for taking 
part and (maybe winning) different events. To join the Priory Adventures - please send an email to 
the school office and you will receive a log in QR code to scan and gain access to the site. Over the 



  

 

holiday new challenges will be posted, including a whole school talent show hosted digitally. Being 
part of the Priory Adventures is totally optional. 
 
I hope you agree that this is a good range of activities that will help inspire your child’s learning at 
home. Please let me know your feedback by writing in to the school office.  
 
Finally, I wanted to take this opportunity to wish you all well - it is an incredibly difficult and 
challenging time with personal and family health all being a great worry, as well as a time of great 
financial insecurity. I have constantly extolled the importance of community and this is truly when a 
community is important.  Please know that the Priory community is very much there for you if you 
require any kind of support - educationally or otherwise. Please just let us know.  
 
Kind regards  
 

M. Stewart 
Headteacher 


