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24th March 2020 

 

Dear Parents 

 

Updates 

Following on from all of the communication last week I thought it best to continue to send emails 
to you in order to provide you with updates, guidance and tips for teaching and supporting your 
children at home.   

 

As I am sure you are very aware by now the latest Government guidance is that wherever 
possible you should be remaining at home, the only reasons to leave your houses now being: 

 

• for food and essential supplies, however only when absolutely necessary  

• to exercise once a day 

• for medical reasons including to support the wellbeing of others  

• to get to all key worker jobs 

 

This social distancing puts an even greater emphasis on the home learning that you are all 
currently undertaking.  The teachers will continue to add their daily seesaw activities and offer 
feedback to the children’s uploaded work and comments.  For additional variety Mrs Adams and 
I will also be posting activities, challenges and fun videos for the children to enjoy.  As a staff we 
will also be looking to extend the range of activities that the children can do at home including 
adding phonics and times table resources, updates on these will be coming soon.  We will also 
continue to look at other avenues to challenge and support your children during this period of 
school closure.  

 

Support at home 

Having already completed day one of the home learning I can imagine there have been a 
variety of emotions coming from both the children and yourselves!  One essential pointer 
(particularly focusing in on English and Maths) is that the children will make progress at varied 
rates.  Teachers are trained to adapt their approaches and to extend or support as required.   

This is obviously very difficult to achieve at home; however, it is absolutely essential not to get 
frustrated if a child finds something challenging – stay calm folks!  At school, teachers operate 
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feedback based on a two stars and a wish approach, this means providing your children two 
positives about their work and one thing to develop further.  We use this system regardless of 
how well a child has done.  Sometimes a tactical retreat is required rather than forcing a child to 
complete the activity when they might just need a break. 

 

Teachers will not directly be marking any English or Maths work therefore your feedback to the 
children is essential.  If you do need individual support for teaching your child at home then do 
contact the school office and your message will be forwarded to the teacher.  Again, I will 
endeavour to provide guidance and tips on supporting your children at home via future 
communications.  

 

Community 

As the Priory community is now very much based at home we would still like to extend our 
support where is it required and possible.  This could include helping you get some of those 
essential supplies if you are in quarantine with a member of your immediate family having 
contracted the symptoms of COVID-19.  If you are struggling for support from family or 
neighbours, please do get in contact with the school via the office and we will endeavour to 
support you in any way we can. 

 

Due to current government guidelines The Priory is now operating Mon-Fri with a skeleton crew 
of four members of staff, however there will be one member of staff in the office to review 
emails or answer the phone.   

 

Our thoughts at this time go to any families who have fallen victim to the virus and am sure you 
join me in wishing anyone who has contacted symptoms a swift and healthy recovery. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
Mr M. Stewart (M.Ed.) 
Headteacher 

 
 


