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Welcome to the early version of the weekly newsletter - which we are getting out to you extra early today so 
that you can join in with the ’No Screen’ afternoon which starts today from 12noon. The purpose of the  
afternoon is to escape the screen following what has been a daunting, challenging and demanding half term, 
where the children have had to adjust to this new and different way of learning. Equally, the demands on 
yourselves as a family cannot be overlooked and I want to thank you all for the effort, enthusiasm and hard 
work you have put into supporting our remote learning over the past six weeks. Hopefully the No Screen 
Afternoon and proceeding half term will offer you all a well needed rest and will recharge the batteries ready 
for a re-commencement of home learning from Monday 22nd February.  
 
At the time of writing this newsletter, there has still not been any official guidance on the full reopening of 
schools. Speculation exists regarding whether certain year groups will return more quickly than others,  
however until this is confirmed we will prepare for an extension of the home learning process for all classes 
and we will continue to provide the same commitment towards quality learning at home until the school is 
fully reopened.    
 
Media speculation regarding ‘Catch Up plans’ are also being widely discussed - most of which is unhelpful,  
unsettling or in some cases disrespectful to the incredible work teachers have had to undergo over the last 6 
weeks. I wanted to reiterate the countless emails and conversations I have had with parents who have  
contacted the school in praise of how far our staff have gone to ensure their child(ren) have been supported 
and able to continue their learning. Obviously, we will eagerly wait to see the outcome of government  
reviews in terms of Catch Up provision - however, the staff at the Priory have already begun to plan  
strategies for supporting pupils who have been greatly impacted by the lockdown, both from an academic 
and social perspective. We will provide more detail on this when we have a clearer timeline on the school 
reopening.  
 
Half Term / COVID Communication 
Next week is half term and we will return to remote learning on Monday 22nd February. Over the holiday, 
please continue to communicate with the office (via email) if you / your children or a member of your social 
bubble contract COVID - we are still required to report data to the government on a daily basis and  
appreciate families staying in contact to let us know if they do contract the virus.  
 
PTA Projects 
Thanks to the generous contributions of our parents we have been able to purchase 3 projects over this  
academic year which will really benefit the whole school. These all follow on from last year’s library  
development, which has already added a useful and modern library space into our school.  
 
Project 1 - The Purchase of the 30 HP Hybrid Laptops / Mobile Devices 
- the purchase of these devices was incredibly timely and has allowed 
us to support our Critical Workers and Vulnerable students in school 
with their learning, as well as the ability to support the home learning 
of some of our families by having the capacity to share some of the 
school devices.  
 
Project 2 - The resurfacing of the school front playground and  
development of the rear playground - this joint project combining PTA 
donations and the school's Sports Premium is due to begin work in the 
Easter holiday - we cannot wait to see the results.  



Project 3 - This will be formally announced next (half) term - but the staff and I are incredibly excited about the 
project that the PTA have funded - suffice to say we can see the project having a real impact for the children 
and will provide us with equipment that the school has never been able to access before - I am keen to share 
more details with you soon.   
 
Community Link  
The school has recently formed a valued link with the Ewhurst Park estate. 
A generous donation of several mobile and computer devices has added to our 
capacity to support our pupils both at home and at school. Also donated to the 
school by the Ewhurst Estate has been a wonderful backdrop and stage area 
(photographed) - which will provide an amazing resource for future school 
events and drama productions.  
 
Good news - Picture News Impact Award 2020 - Message from Mrs Adams 
I am sure that you will all remember our fantastic efforts to develop links with our local care homes that we 
started in the run up to Christmas last year. You may not know that our desire to reach out to the care homes 
originated from the children taking part in a Picture News assembly all about rules. We discussed the pandemic 
rules that applied to care homes and how during COVID-19 lockdowns residents could not have any visitors in 
order to protect them and staff in the homes. Our amazing children were so moved to do something that we 
started to forge our connections and as they say the rest is history; the singing, Christmas cards, pictures and 
kind gifts all formed our offerings to bring some festive cheer and positivity to the residents and staff at the end 
of a really challenging year.  
 
Picture News is a fantastic resource that we use with the children in school, its producers are passionate about 
using current affairs nationally and internationally to help children learn about our world, have a voice and  
allow them to make a difference. In 2020 Picture News launched their own 'Picture News Impact Award' to  
celebrate schools that felt the same about having a positive voice through giving children the opportunities to 
express their views and to have an impact on the wider community around them. I am also passionate about 
enabling the children to develop the intergenerational relationships that we all know have such value for them 
and the elderly; I want to ensure that our newly formed friendships with the care home of Bramley continue to 
develop and enable much closer contact and experiences that we can share with the 
residents and staff. 
 
So, with the opportunity to tell Picture News all about our efforts to have a positive 
impact on the local care homes, I completed the application for the award to see if we 
could gain some recognition for what we have already achieved and want to continue 
with in the future when we return to safer times. 
 
I am delighted to announce that we have been awarded their Impact Award 2020 and 
as a result we will soon receive a lovely award to display at school and we will be able to 
display the Impact award 2020 logo on our website, letters and all promotional media for 
the school. Needless to say, I am absolutely delighted, but more importantly incredibly 
proud of our wonderful children and the whole school community for their empathy,  
respect and compassion for others. 
 
Thank you all so much!  - Mrs Adams  
 
 
 
Message From Reverend Daniel  
 
Please see the separate Shrove Tuesday PDF. 



Half Term / New Topic / New Books / Dip and Dos  
The new core text book list and the updated Dip and Do activities have been sent to you via email - please refer 
to these for more information.  
 
Hampshire Library Service 
There are thousands of children’s ebooks and audiobooks free to download using Hampshire Libraries  
BorrowBox service with lots of titles always available without a wait. To use BorrowBox, you need a library 
membership number and PIN. There are links to some of our recommendations on the Kids’ Zone webpage as 
well as information about downloading ebooks and audiobooks. 
 
Children can also use Hampshire Libraries’ new Ready Reads: We Select You Collect service to borrow books. 
Library staff will regularly handpick a selection of books for those that request the service to collect from the 
entrance of their local library. Users can choose how often and how many books they’d like. 
 
Food Drive / Supporting the Local Community 
A huge thank you to all of those families who have donated to our food drive appeal via the PTA website.  
 
Our appeal will continue so do feel free to continue donating via the PTA website: 
 (https://www.priorypta.co.uk/community-food-collection) 
All money raised through the PTA website will be used to purchase fresh and tinned goods for families in our 
local community, however all extra funds will be donated to the local food bank in order to spread your  
generosity to the wider community.  

From the PTA 

The Great Big Priory Pancake Flip 
We hope you have been keeping well over this half term and that you have enjoyed our weekly Facebook chal-
lenges. Thank you to everyone who has taken part and well done to our winners.  We wanted to express a huge 
thank you to Mr Stewart, Mrs Adams, Mrs Marzetti and Mr Webb who have all been amazing sports in helping 
us with 'material' for these challenges.  So far, we have learnt that it takes 53 of Mr Stewart's feet to cross the 
length of our school hall, Mrs Adams can score 12 (really high!) netball goals in 1 minute, Mrs Marzetti's family 
have, so far, collected 23 household elements from the 'Table of Elements' and Mr Webb can throw his drum 
sticks up in the air and catch them while playing his drums 23 times (!!) in 1 minute!! 
 
For next week, as it will be both half term and pancake day, we thought we would give the Priory Staff Team a 
rest and, instead, we are going to challenge the Priory children to...'How many times can you flip your pancake 
in 30 seconds?'  We'd love to see some video footage too if you'd like to share this!  As usual, we'll be posting 
the challenge, with brief  
instructions, on our PTA Facebook page on Saturday morning - do take a look. 
 
Have a fabulous half term break and happy pancake flipping! 
 

https://fe.bolindadigital.com/wldcs_bol_fo/b2i/mainPage.html?b2bSite=6394
https://www.hants.gov.uk/librariesandarchives/library/membership/jointhelibrary
https://www.hants.gov.uk/librariesandarchives/library/membership/jointhelibrary
https://www.hants.gov.uk/librariesandarchives/library/membership/find-your-pin
https://www.hants.gov.uk/librariesandarchives/library/whatyoucanborrow/ebooksaudiobooks
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=tdiBPwfuF0yGnB20OQGNm1daiMvzp4ZOgOK132GIg6FUNThVR0JOUjhIMlhGOE8wVDFVNkI5QVlINC4u
https://www.priorypta.co.uk/community-food-collection

