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Q&A Regarding the Phased Reopening of The Priory 
Primary 

 

Question Answer 
My child is in YR, Y1, Y6 do 
they have to return to school on 
June 1st?  
 

As a school, we are following government guidance and 
actively encouraging parents to send their children back to 
school, however parents do have the option of not sending 
their children back at this time. There will be no resulting 
consequence of not sending your child(ren) back to the 
Priory from June 1st .   

I have a child in another year 
group as well as in YR, Y1, Y6 – 
they only want to come back to 
school as a family – is there any 
provision for siblings to return to 
school from June 1st.  ? 

This is a totally understandable reaction, however sadly at 
this stage our staff have been spread very thinly to support 
the needs of the YR, Y1, Y6 + Key Worker children. There 
is currently no provision (beyond the home learning) for 
children in Y2, Y3, Y4 and Y5 (apart from for those 
registered Key Worker families) As per the government 
guidance this is intended to be a phased return with the 
government aim of potentially opening school to other year 
groups before the summer break.  

Is it possible to send my child 
(YR, Y1, Y6) back later than the 
set date of June 1st ? 

A later date can be confirmed, however please give the 
school plenty of notice.  

Can I choose certain days / 
weeks for my child(ren) to be in 
school, but keep them at home 
for other days / weeks? 

No. We do need you to commit to having your child in 
school, or at home. Whilst a later start date is permitted, 
once your child is back at the Priory, we request that they 
attend regularly.  
 
The exception to this guidance – is the Key Worker / 
Vulnerable pupils who have been registered for attending 
on certain days throughout lockdown and this will continue 
throughout the remainder of the term.  
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The timings of the day do not 
always suit my working 
arrangements – can I arrange 
for other adults / parents to 
collect my child? 

No, regardless of your working arrangements, as a school 
we must adhere to the social distancing rules in effect 
across the country. Therefore, only parents or family 
members living in the same household are permitted to 
drop off or collect their child.  

How will you protect the 
emotional wellbeing of the 
children in school? 

A lot of attention will be given to understanding and 
supporting the emotional and mental wellbeing of our 
pupils. Each day, the teachers and Learning Support 
Assistants will discuss the current situation, the changes to 
school and carry out regular check ins with the children 
and how they are feeling. We will also be looking at various 
resources (such as the NHS wellbeing pack) for 
discussing, sharing and supporting the children’s emotions 
at this unusual time.  

Will the school be carrying out 
regular temperature testing on 
pupils and staff? 

This is currently up for review, however the current 
government guidance indicates that:  
“Parents, carers and settings do not need to take children’s 
temperatures every morning. Routine testing of an 
individual’s temperature is not a reliable method for 

identifying coronavirus.” 
 

Will staff be wearing PPE? 
 
(Personal Protective Equipment)  

Currently government guidance states that: 
 
“Wearing a face covering or face mask in schools or other 
education settings is not recommended.” 
 
And  
 
“PPE is only needed in a very small number of cases” 
 

However, we will have PPE in each classroom and in the 
office area which staff will wear if they are supporting any 
child who is displaying any of the recognised symptoms of 
COVID -19.  
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Additionally, some staff may opt to wear a face covering 
when moving around the school for their own sense of 
safety and confidence.  

Should my own child wear 
PPE? 

No… The government guidance states that: 
 

“Face coverings (or any form of medical mask where 

instructed to be used for specific clinical reasons) should 
not be worn in any circumstance by those who may not be 
able to handle them as directed (for example, young 
children, or those with special educational needs or 
disabilities) as it may inadvertently increase the risk of 
transmission.”  
 
And  
 
“Schools and other education or childcare settings should 

therefore not require staff, children and learners to wear 

face coverings.”  
 

 

How will you be able to support 
the children’s learning (if they 
have a difficulty) from 2m away?  

This will be a challenge for our teachers and LSAs – our 
professional reaction is always to get closer to a child and 
support and address the issue. We will still aim to do this, 
but there will be a degree of discussion and explanation. 
We can still use our white boards and demonstrate 
concepts and ask the children to demonstrate what they 
have done. There will certainly be a degree of learning new 
methods of teaching and learning both from the children 
and the staff.  

Will the children be able to play 
freely in their groups? 

Yes, but with some restrictions. Children are remarkably 
adaptive and our Key Worker group, who have been in 
school throughout lockdown, have adapted to the play 
restrictions really well – they play all sorts of games but 
recognise the importance of staying apart. Instead of tag 
they are playing hide and seek or What’s the time Mr Wolf  
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 type activities. All games that do not involve closer 
physical contact will be permitted, encouraged and taught. 
We may organise each group into smaller subgroups for 
play. Based on the experiences of Danish schools this has 
worked well to ensure that the children maintain social 
distancing but still have friends to interact with (4/5 children 
per play group). In the larger groups of up to 15 the 
potential risk is that the children may be tempted to interact 
too closely whilst outdoors.  We will review this decision 
before opening and then observe the children closely in 
their play to monitor how well they maintain the social 
distancing in-order to ascertain if they could play safety in 
larger groups.  

How can you possibly socially 
distance YR and Y1 children?  

To a degree we recognise this is not possible. We will be 
cutting down resources and providing the children with 
their own table, but younger pupils will always be more 
mobile than other age groups. The government advice 
recognises this and stresses that other measures – such 
as effective hygiene controls are paramount.  

If pupils complete their planned 
learning tasks will there be 
extensions provided?  

Given time, the children will be able to do the planned 
challenge tasks and as educators we will always have 
some additional ways to extend the pupils’ work. However, 
as stated, we do currently see pupil progress as a 
secondary objective at the moment.  

What should the children bring 
with them each day? 

In short – as little as possible. Each child should come in 
with their own pack – including a pencil, rubber, ruler, 
pencil sharpener. This is to stay at school. Additionally, a 
packed lunch box is permissible – but in terms of bags, 
book bags, reading books, or PE kits – these are not 
required. 
 
A greater focus is on the children coming into school 
wearing freshly laundered clothes each day.  

Will school lunches be 
available? 

Yes – Mrs Clitheroe and her team will be working on a new 
menu, which will be taken to each group. The food will be 
eaten from disposable paper plates and will not include the 
usual range – but instead will focus on food easily eaten in 
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the classrooms (as opposed to the hall which will remain 
closed). We will still focus on the school lunches being 
healthy and nutritious.  

Will the children be in trouble if 
they break a social distancing 
rule?  

Absolutely not – This is such a unique situation that 
children will naturally want to talk and play closely with their 
friends. We will be very patient and sympathetic to the 
children, whilst still guiding and instructing the children on 
how to engage with their friends safely and from a suitable 
distance.  
 
We recognise dealing with children is not an exact science 
and we do not want to upset our returning pupils. The key 
will be constant and regular guidance and instructions.  

What happens if a child or staff 
member displays a symptom of 
COVID-19 

Staff will be sent home immediately and cover for their 
group be implemented.  
 
In terms of the children, without scaring them, we will be 
calling parents and asking them to collect their child 
immediately.  
 
All evidence shows that children have a very low risk of 
symptoms resulting in a serious impact if they did indeed 
have COVID-19.  
 
Staff and pupils with symptoms are then asked to take one 
of the government tests and negative results will mean the 
member of staff / pupil is safe to return. If the test indicates 
a positive result – they will need to isolate for the 
recommended length of time.  

What happens if the school has 
a confirmed case of COVID-19? 

We would seek immediate guidance from Public Health 
England and would update and communicate with parents 
accordingly. However, the key steps will include – 
informing all parents within the group and requesting staff 
and pupils are tested for the virus before returning to 
school 
  

 


