
 
 
 
The Priory is an Academy – so what does this mean? 
 
We believe it makes us something special and slightly different. 
 
Essentially the Governors have greater control over certain aspects of the running of the School and this 
we consider gives a greater sense of ownership to all involved - the Governors, the staff, the parents 
and, by definition, the children.  It allows us sharper and more focused decision making. We have 
greater independence to determine the future direction of the School and more flexibility to react 
swiftly to the ever changing needs of the School. 
 
Although the Governors have greater responsibility with regard to the employment of school staff and 
admissions, the School must work within the requirements of the School's Admissions Code. 
 
This all sounds fine but does it genuinely make a difference?  At The Priory we believe that it does. This 
is evidenced by, for example, the fact that we can be more competitive when choosing how to spend 
allocated monies.  We make sure that more of available spend finds its way to fund benefits for the 
children, and that the decision making can occur quickly and effectively.  When you walk around the 
School we believe this is apparent, not only in the way the children behave and re-act to their favourable 
environment, but also the generous resources that are available to them. 
 
The greater independence that The Priory possesses means greater responsibility on the part of the 
Governors but we believe that this is for the benefit of all children. 
 
This philosophy has served us well to create a friendly enthusiastic and thriving village school – in 
accordance with our desire to be one of the best performing primary schools in North Hampshire! 
 

Jon Pender, Chair of Governors 
 

 
Ethos 
We are proud of all our children and encourage them to achieve their best academically in a safe, caring 
environment. All children learn to have respect for themselves, other people and the world around 
them. We foster a positive attitude to life and work and we value politeness and good manners. Our 
aim is that all children will leave the school as happy, confident, articulate and numerate individuals 
who are well equipped for life in the 21st century. 
 
Community 
Children are at the heart of our school and we work very hard to ensure that their time at The Priory is 
an extremely happy and memorable one. Governors, staff, parents and children work together in 
partnership and communication is strong. The school serves several local communities and has links 
with the Priory Church, Monk Sherborne, Wootton St Lawrence Parish and Pamber Councils, 
nurseries, primary and secondary schools. Although we are a closely knit school community we are 
constantly looking for opportunities for children to expand their knowledge of the wider world. We 
take part in the annual ‘Children in Need’ appeal, Save the Children Christmas Jumper Day and we 
participate in the Rotary Club ‘Shoe Box’ collections for disadvantaged children in Eastern Europe. 
 



Curriculum 
Children in the reception class follow the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum which covers the 
areas of personal, social and emotional development, communication, language and literacy, 
mathematical development, understanding of the world, physical development and expressive arts and 
design. From Year One, we teach English, Mathematics, Science, Physical Education, Computing, 
Design Technology, Art, Music, French (Year 3-6) History and Geography and Personal Social and 
Health Education. The school has adopted the Hertfordshire syllabus and we aim to promote the 
spiritual and moral development of the children. Although at The Priory religious education and 
collective worship reflect a broadly Christian nature, we encourage an open minded attitude and we 
foster an appreciation of a diversity of religious traditions. Parents have the right to withdraw their child 
from religious education and collective worship.  In 2013 we converted a shed store into an outdoor 
classroom.  This has provided a wonderful teaching space and we are continuing to develop our 
outdoors curriculum which makes the most of our fantastic environmental resources.  In 2016 we 
extended our hall providing a wonderful facility for a range of activities from dining to performing, 
from leading assemblies to playing indoor sports.  Our most recent projects have included the 
construction of a pirate ship, play area and a mud kitchen. 
 
Sports 
We offer a range of sports both within and outside curriculum time including tag rugby, judo, multi 
skills, rounders, dodgeball, dance, netball, football and athletics. In the summer we traditionally host a 
local schools rounders tournament and throughout the year the children take part in various team events 
both at home and away and despite our small class sizes our teams do remarkably well in competitive 
situations! 
 
Secondary Education 
The Hurst Community College is the linked secondary school for children from The Priory. 
Opportunities are offered for our older children to attend open days in a variety of schools; in addition, 
children in years 5 and 6 will attend a range of activities offered by the senior schools such as science 
competitions and theatre performances. At the end of year 6, children transfer to various Basingstoke, 
Reading and Newbury schools or into private education.  Although there are only 24 children in the 
class, sometimes there are as many as 15 different secondary destinations.   
  
Music Lessons 
Local music teachers provide tuition in acoustic guitar, flute, piano and voice. All of these lessons take 
place as extra curricular activities. We are very proud of our developing music tradition and as well as 
the curriculum and peripatetic music lessons children from Year 3 upwards are able to join the school 
choir which has for several years sung at the 02 arena as part of the Young Voices series of concerts. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Extra-curricular activities 
A wide choice of activities are offered and these are changed occasionally to add variety.  

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Before 
School 

Games Club Games Club 
Games 
Club 

Games Club  Games Club 

During 
School 

 Latin 
Mrs Rosic - 
Guitar 

Mrs Gill - 
Flute 
 

 
Music Tuition 

 

Lunch 
Time 

 
Spanish  
 

 
 

 
Spanish  

 
 
 

 
 

After 
School 

Dodgeball 
 
Construction 
Club 
  
GOL Football 

Computing 
Club 
 
Summit School 
of Judo 
 
  

Choir 
  

Multi Skills 
 

Occasional Film 
Club 

 
Trips and Visits 
There is an extensive programme of trips and visits to support the curriculum. Examples of trips are: 
Bucklebury Farm, Warner Brothers Studio, Reading Museum, Winchester Science Centre, Marwell 
Zoo, Portchester Castle and the Living Rainforest. Year 6 attend a residential visit to the PGL 
Osmington Bay Activity Centre. Many artists and groups visit the school and include storytellers, 
musicians and actors. The Parent Teacher Association very kindly makes generous donations to support 
these activities. 
 
Policies 
All school policies are available on request from the school office and a selection are available on this 
website. These cover all aspects of school life and reflect the day to day practice in school. 
 
Special Educational Needs 
All children are well known to staff and are respected as individuals.   Any concerns over a child’s social 
or academic progress will be brought to the attention of the school’s Special Educational Needs 
coordinator and appropriate support will be put in place. The coordinator may offer 1:1 support and 
may engage the assistance of professionals such as the school nurse or educational psychologist. Parents 
will be kept well informed of their child’s progress. The school provides disabled access to the building 
and there are accessible toilets for both adults and children. 
     
Inclusion and Equal Opportunities 
We aim to provide equal opportunities for all children regardless of race, creed, gender or ability. 
 
Disability 
We aim to develop a culture of inclusion and diversity in which all children are able to participate in 
school life. We will make reasonable adjustments to make sure that the school environment is accessible 
as possible and currently we have accessible toilets, accessible classrooms, allocated disabled parking 



and a flat site that allows easy access and freedom of movement.  There is also a ramp to the school 
field.  
 
Gifted, Able and Talented 
The school has a number of children who have been identified as gifted, able or talented and their needs 
are addressed in a number of different ways. This may include working within the class on differentiated 
tasks, working in small groups on challenging projects with children in this school and other linked 
schools and taking part in inter-schools competitions.  In the past, projects that children have been 
involved in have included entering the BBC's 500 words story writing competition and a creative 
entrepreneurial project which has involved securing a small loan from the Parent Teacher Association, 
buying craft materials, making items and then selling them at the summer fair, repaying the loan and 
sending the profit to a charity.   
 
Confidentiality 
Schools are by their very nature data rich environments however, we aim to deal with all information 
sensitively and within general data protection guidelines. 
 
Attendance 
Attendance for the last academic year 2017-2018 was 95.13%.  In line with government policy, we 
encourage punctuality and holidays in term time are not authorized, except in extenuating 
circumstances.  
 
The School Day 
Children are welcome to enter the school playground from 8.25am where they are greeted by the Head 
or Deputy and the traditional old school bell is rung at 8.35am. An early morning games club is in 
operation every day from 7.30am – 8.25am; places are available on a pre-booked basis.   All children 
have a morning break of 15 minutes. Lunchtime is from midday to 1.00pm. Children in Reception to 
Year 2 have an afternoon break between 2.45pm and 3.00pm.  The school day finishes for all children at 
3.15pm. Children are dismissed by their teacher onto the playground at the front of the school either to 
their parent or to another authorized adult.  
 
School Facilities 
The school is situated in a beautiful Hampshire countryside and we are fortunate to have lovely grounds 
with an abundance of wildlife including deer, pheasants, rabbits, swallows and barn owls. Our outdoor 
facilities include an adventure trail with a range of climbing and balancing equipment including a tyre 
park, front playground with games markings and a shaded seating area, rear play area with picnic tables 
and wall mounted games, foundation stage play area with all weather gazebo, mud kitchen and a story 
telling area, five acres of playing field, nature area and wildlife garden. We also have an indoor/outdoor 
classroom which has large bi-fold doors allowing the outside inside and vice versa. This building is called 
The Imaginarium.   
 
Inside the school we have seven well equipped classrooms, each being light and airy with acoustic ceiling 
panels. All classrooms benefit from new interactive white boards (new in Summer 2016) and the 
children have access to laptops and tablets. The library is well stocked with a range of both fiction and 
non-fiction books for all ages. The multi- purpose hall is used for PE, dining and enrichment 
activities.  It has a vaulted ceiling and a lovely open aspect across farmland. In 2016-17 we were 
delighted that the hall was being extended and this has since transformed our daily provision in so many 
areas for the children. 
  



The school operates a minibus to and from Little London, transporting up to 16 children daily. 
Additionally, the school transports children to and from local attractions and sporting tournaments. 
 
 

Uniform List 
We encourage all children to wear school uniform. It provides a strong identity and the children are 
proud to wear it. 

Girls Winter Boys Winter 

Grey skirt/pinafore/culottes/trousers Grey trousers 

Royal blue cardigan/pullover (embroidered with 
logo) 

Royal blue pullover  (embroidered with logo) 

Royal blue/silver striped tie Royal blue/silver striped tie 

White blouse White shirt 

White/grey socks Grey socks 

Black/grey tights  

Black leather shoes (no boots or above ankle shoes) 
Black leather shoes (no boots or above ankle 
black shoes) 

Navy blazer Navy blazer 

House badge House badge 

Girls Summer Boys Summer 

Blue & white checked dress/grey tailored shorts Grey shorts / white short sleeved shirt 

Navy/brown sandals (no heels, sling backs or open 
toes) 

Navy or brown closed toe sandals 

No jewellery (except small stud earrings) should be worn and these should be removed by the child 
prior to PE. Long hair should be tied back neatly with no beads or braids for health and safety. 
Preferably, children’s hair should be ‘child like’ and not reflect more contemporary adult type styles. 
 
PE kit 

Girls     Boys 

House T shirt House T shirt 

Royal blue shorts  Royal blue shorts  

Plimsolls  Plimsolls  

Royal blue sweatshirt Royal blue sweatshirt 

Children should bring small rucksacks and not large sports bags due to lack of space.  Navy blue or black 
plain tracksuit bottoms (no logos) can be worn on cooler days. 
 
The items of school uniform are available from the Parent Teacher Association via the school office.  
We also have a second hand uniform sale on a regular basis. 
 
 

 



The Staff 

Head Teacher    Mr Stewart Receptionist Mrs Nash 

Deputy Head Teacher Mrs Adams   

Business Manager  Mrs Collisson   

School Secretary Mrs McCoy   

Foundation Stage    

Reception Mrs Hindmarsh   

Key Stage One     

Year 1 Mrs Austin   

Year 2 Mrs Britt & Mrs Heathccote   

Key Stage Two    

Year 3 Mr Cripps   

Year 4 Mrs Coe   

Year 5 Mrs Sowden & Mrs Webber   

Year 6 Ms Foster   

Classroom Assistants    

Mr Crownshaw (Y6) Ms Head (Y3) Mrs Bowman (Y2) Ms Hawtin (YR) 

Mrs Adams (Y5) Mrs Lakhani (Y4) Mrs Brown (Y1) Mrs West (Y6) 

Mr Webb (YR) Mrs Bartlett (Y3/4)    Mrs Marzetti (Y5) Mrs Mullock (YR, 3) 

Mrs Ewins  Mrs Hunt (YR/5) Mrs Aldridge (Y2/3)  

    

Catering   Mrs Clitheroe   

Mrs Edwards Mrs Stacey Mrs Green Mrs Hannington-Smith 

Caretaker/ Cleaner    

Mr Henry    

Specialist Staff    

Mrs Selwood (SEN) Mrs West (ELSA)   

Lunchtime 
Assistants 

 
  

Mrs Bowman Mr Webb Mr Crownshaw Mrs West 

Ms Head Mrs Mullock Mrs Marzetti Mrs Aldridge 

    

Minibus Drivers    

Mrs Bowman Ms Head   

 
 



Calendar 
A calendar of school events is sent out as part of the school newsletter at the beginning of each term. 

 
The Parent Teacher Association 
The Parent Teacher Association works hard to raise funds for the school. In previous year’s money 
raised has been used to provide staging, a sound system and a tyre park as well as many other items to 
improve the environment and learning opportunities within the school. All parents are welcome to join 
the Association and the Annual General Meeting takes place early in the Autumn term. 

 
Healthy Snack List 
We allow the following snacks: Fresh fruit, Dried fruit, Cheese, Raw vegetables (peeled and washed), 
Plain biscuits such as rich tea, oatcakes, bread sticks, Low sugar/fat breakfast cereal bars, Fruit bread, 
teacakes, malt loaf, fruit buns. 
 
Year R, 1 and 2 are provided with a morning break time snack of washed fruit or vegetables as a part of 
the Government’s five a day campaign.  It is unlikely that they will require anything further to eat, but 
they may also bring something from the healthy snack list if parents feel it would be beneficial. 
  
Lunchtime 
Sample Dinner Menu - current menus can be found under the Information section of the website.  Our 
meals are cooked from scratch in our brand new kitchen (completed December 2014) and the vast 
majority of children eat a hot daily lunchtime meal. 

 

Under the Government’s universal infant free school meals scheme all our children in years R, 1 and 2 
are entitled to a lunchtime meal at no cost to the parents.  The cost of a school meal for junior children 
is currently £2.30 a day. 

 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

(v) Homemade Tomato 
Spaghetti  
(v) Homemade Cheese 
and Potato Pie 
Homemade Spaghetti 
Bolognaise 

(v) Jacket Potato with 
Cheese and Beans  
Chicken Fillet 
Wrapped in Bacon 

(v) Homemade 
Vegetable Bake  
Roast Turkey with Sage 
and Onion Stuffing 

(v)Homemade 
Vegetable Pasta  
(v) Quorn Sausages 
Fresh 'Sherfield' 
Sausages 

(v) Homemade Cheesy 
Pasta  
Oven Baked Cod Fish in 
Breadcrumbs 
Oven Baked Tuna 
Steaks 

Homemade Bread Rolls 
Homemade 
Wholemeal Roll  
Pasta 

New Potatoes  
Roast Potatoes 

Fluffy Rice  
Fresh Mashed 
Potatoes 

Homemade Bread Roll  
Diced Potatoes 

Fresh Broccoli Florets  
Golden Sweetcorn 

Homemade Coleslaw  
Golden Sweetcorn 

Fresh Sliced Carrots  
Fresh Shredded 
Cabbage 

Fresh Country 
Mixed Vegetables  
Petit Peas 

Low Salt, Low Sugar 
Baked Beans  
Fine Green Beans 

Fruit Shortbread  
Grapes 

Homemade Flap Jack  
Melon 

Homemade Pear and 
Chocolate Cake with 
Chocolate Sauce 

Homemade Fruit 
Cookies  
Strawberries 

Homemade Raspberry 
Fool  
Ice Creams 

 

Admissions 
The published admissions number (relating to Year R only) is 28, the total number of children currently 
in school is 178. For further details please see our Admissions Policy under the policies section of this 



website. 
 

And Finally……. 
If you require any further information concerning the admission of children to the School or you would 
like to arrange a visit please contact:- 
 
The Priory School 
Pamber End 
Tadley 
Hants 
RG26 5QD 
 
Tel : 01256 850062 


